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STEVE OLSON RETIRES FROM USDA, 
NAMED NAMP STANDARDS & SPECIFICATIONS ADVISOR

Steve Olson, who teaches NAMP’s Center of the Plate Training® courses, retired from USDA on Dec. 31, and became NAMP’s Standards & Specifications Advisor this month. 

Steve retired as a Livestock & Meat Marketing Specialist in USDA’s Agriculture Marketing Service after 32 years of service. NAMP Executive Director Phil Kimball CAE, represented all NAMP members - and by extension the entire meat industry - at Steve’s retirement party at USDA on Dec. 15. Phil presented Steve with a plaque that read: 

"Upon Steve’s retirement from USDA, the members and staff of the North American Meat Processors Association would like to recognize and thank him for his tireless efforts on behalf of the industry for meat standardization, his work on NAMP’s Meat Buyer’s Guide™, and his teachings at NAMP’s Center of the Plate Training®."

Darin Doerscher will take over Steve’s responsibilities in maintaining the Institutional Meat Purchase Specifications (IMPS) at USDA. Darren will participate in some of NAMP’s Center of the Plate Trainings this year to maintain USDA’s involvement. 

In his new role with NAMP, Steve will continue his leadership on the COP Training program, the continued development of the new NAMP Meat Buyer’s Guide™, and help NAMP staff represent association members to USDA on standards. He will help NAMP celebrate the launch of the new Meat Buyer’s Guide at the March Management Conference. 

During his career at USDA, Steve developed meat purchase specifications for use by the Department of Defense, National School Lunch Program, state and local governments, food service and retail industry. His primary task was to maintain the Institutional Meat Purchase Specifications (IMPS). 

He also participated in the development of the NAMP Meat Buyer’s Guide and the Uniform Retail Meat Identity Standards. For these efforts, he received the USDA Award for Distinguished Service for “Exceptionable Contributions to the Major Revision and Development of Meat Purchase Specifications that have significantly benefited both industry and government procurement programs”. 

Steve’s energetic style of communicating is an effective training tool to promote quality and guide meat purchasers toward acquiring value added meat items. 

Internationally, Steve has worked with countries of the Former Soviet Union in setting up marketing systems for fair trade of beef, veal and pork. Steve worked with international meat experts developing pork and beef cut standards for global trade through the United Nation’s Economic Commission for Europe. 

Steve now resides in his hometown (Lyons, NY) on a 194 acre farm where he raises livestock and vegetables. 

If you want to send Steve a note on his retirement, his contact information is: 

Steven C. Olson
Hidden Canyon Farm
3041 Layton St. Rd.
Lyons, New York 14489
Office: 315 946-5348
Cell: 315 871-9994
stevecolson@hughes.net

