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More Food Safety Testing in Administration’s FY 2011 Budget Proposal Unveiled This Morning 

The Obama Administration unveiled its FY 2011 budget proposal this morning, and behind the headlines of trillion dollar deficits is a USDA initiative to boosting food safety testing. 

 “Consistent with the recommendations of the President’s Food Safety Working Group, the Budget supports increasing regulatory testing and baseline studies and strengthening USDA’s Public Health Epidemiology Program to support the inter-agency Federal-State Foodborne Disease Outbreak Response Team,” states the USDA section of the budget document released this morning.  

“These efforts will contribute toward a reduction in foodborne illness and improvements in public health and safety,” the statement continued. 

The budget proposal calls for USDA to receive $25.7 billion, slightly less than last year's proposed funding.  

The White House proposed $53 million in funds to develop markets overseas, counter-balanced by a 20 percent cut, or $40 million, in the Market Access Program, which shares the cost with trade groups to promote U.S. goods.

Nearly one-third of the budget, $8.1 billion, is directed at the USDA's food and nutrition programs, which have experienced historic growth, with nearly one in every five Americans enrolled in at least one federal feeding program. 

A new program, called the "Healthy Food Financing Initiative," would use $50 million to bring grocery stores and healthful food retailers to underserved communities
